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Brotherhood, which has been doing outstand-
ing work in the area of voluntarism throughout
the United States and in Michigan since 1917.

Lutheran Brotherhood is a religious fraternal
benefit society that embraces values often ig-
nored in these modern times, but which are
essential to creating a society that values peo-
ple and takes care of one another in our time
of need. I am talking about old-fashioned vir-
tues like philanthropy, voluntarism, Christian
fellowship, and self-reliance. With over 1 mil-
lion volunteers nationwide, Lutheran Brother-
hood is able to reach millions of individuals at
the grassroots level, and make a positive dif-
ference in their lives. At this time, I would like
to properly acknowledge these volunteers for
their incredible enthusiasm and diligence in
helping others.

Through its Friends in Deed and Care and
Share programs, Lutheran Brotherhood helps
the poor and needy find shelter, food, and
clothing. The organization is also active in pro-
viding disaster relief assistance to commu-
nities across the country, including families
whose homes were devastated by the river
floodings across the Midwest, and in the after-
math of the Oklahoma city bombing.

Finally, Lutheran Brotherhood has found
enormous success in its RespecTeen pro-
gram, which gives young people a healthy and
encouraging environment in which to grow and
prosper. The RespecTeen service projects
work in tandem with the RespecTeen program
by encouraging teens to get involved in their
communities and perform volunteer work. The
Speak for Yourself program, which encour-
ages 8th grade students to learn about and
participate in the American political process, is
one example of RespecTeen.

Lutheran Brotherhood’s Saginaw Valley
Branch No. 8186 has been especially active in
making our community a better place to live.
In particular, they have given their resources
to Valley Lutheran High School, Camp Lu Lay
Lea and the Lutheran Child and Family Serv-
ice, among other organizations. In total, Lu-
theran Brotherhood’s financial contributions to
the Saginaw area for 1994 reached $30,000.
I am very grateful to have such a dynamic and
committed group like Lutheran Brotherhood in
my district and proud to recognize their
achievements today.
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Miss COLLINS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I

rise to point out how ironic it was just this past
week, that this House would commend the Sri
Lankan Government for its commitment to de-
mocracy, and that we would declare our belief
that a political solution which guarantees ap-
propriate constitutional structures and ade-
quate protection of minority rights is the best
method for resolving their disputes, when at
the same time, this very legislative body rou-
tinely steamrolls over the rights of minorities,
senior citizens, and the poor. The most power-
ful segments of our society in general run
roughshod over those same so-called rights
supposedly granted to the minorities of this
country under our own Constitution.

Maybe someone should tell the Sri Lankans
that even though a democratic, constitutional

form of government is probably the best form
of government yet devised, it still does not
solve the ongoing problem of people with
power taking advantage of the power for what-
ever purpose they choose.
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, the late Sen-
ator Kenneth McKellar touched many lives in
Tennessee. Senator McKellar was a strong
leader who was deeply respected and fondly
remembered by Tennesseans across the
State. Mr. Woodrow R. Davidson, a long-time
resident of the city of Tullahoma, wanted to
share with the American people some of the
stories Senator McKellar would tell his con-
stituents from Tullahoma.

KENNETH DOUGLAS MCKELLAR

Kenneth Douglas McKellar was born in
Richmond, Dallas County, Alabama but
moved to Tennessee in 1892. He returned to
Alabama for a law degree at the University
of Alabama graduating in 1918. Being a
young man and hearing so much about the
glitter of gold and women in California, he
was headed in that direction.

But California was not to be. His family
sent McKellar a ticket for a ride to Memphis,
Tennessee. His mother tried to persuade him
not to go to California, but to no avail. She
made an appointment with a lawyer in Mem-
phis and pushed him into going to see him.
This old lawyer had a stand up desk unit in
his office with a tilted top for his law books,
but he was lying under it with some books
under his head when McKellar arrived.
Forced to sit on the floor to meet with him,
he and the old lawyer talked until he was
persuaded to stay and practice law in Mem-
phis.

A few years and a pot of money later,
McKellar traveled to Atlantic City for a va-
cation. One day he was in the lobby of a
hotel when a Memphis man showed up at the
register desk and told McKellar he had heard
the man running for Congress say that the
only person who could beat him was
McKellar. McKellar turned around, walked
over to the telegraph station and sent a wire
to his brother in Memphis, telling him to an-
nounce him as a candidate. He was elected,
and served three terms before moving up to
the U.S. Senate.

During all his travels over Tennessee he
found many companies in Knoxville and
Chattanooga loading barges of products only
to have them sit in the river near Muscle
Shoals, Alabama waiting for a rain so as to
allow the boats down river. He made an ap-
pointment with President Woodrow Wilson
to discuss the possibility of the U.S. becom-
ing involved in war with Germany, and the
resulting need for gun powder. The president
talked with his advisors and found this to be
a fact. McKellar told him he knew just the
place for a dam to produce the necessary gun
powder. He told the President about Muscle
Shoals, Alabama on the Tennessee River.
The dam was built, named Wilson Dam, and
accomplished both objectives.

McKellar was so proud of this that he pre-
pared a bill to authorize the construction of
other dams along the Tennessee River, which
he called the Tennessee Commission. After
many years working with Congress he was fi-
nally able to pass the Tennessee Valley Com-

mission bill. President Herbert Hoover ve-
toed the bill. A short time later Governor
Franklin Roosevelt of New York was elected
President of the United States. Before he
took office he called Senator McKellar and
invited him to ride down to Wilson Dam with
him to make a speech. Senator McKellar ac-
cepted the invitation and was given the time
and train schedule.

Senator McKellar boarded the President’s
car along with some other folks. On the way
down the President elect moved over to the
opposite side of the car and motioned for
McKellar to follow. Roosevelt informed him
that he did not like the McKellar bill.
McKellar responded by beating on his desk.
While he was governor, Roosevelt said, New
York had passed a seaport authority bill and
he liked the word ‘‘authority.’’ Roosevelt
suggested that the McKellar bill be renamed
the ‘‘Tennessee Valley Authority’’ bill, and
Senator McKellar agreed.

Roosevelt then told him that Senator
George Norris had been soft on him during
the last election and he would like to have
Norris in his corner next time. Geaorge Nor-
ris was a western Senator, and a Republican.
Senator McKellar beat on his desk again, but
agreed. It was never known how, but Lester
Hill of Alabama got ahold of Senator
McKellar’s bill and changed one thing—the
headquarters would be at Muscle Shoals,
Alabama. The bill passed, but for some rea-
son the annual reports, though headlined in
Muscle Shoals, were always made up and
printed in Knoxville, Tennessee. Senator
McKellar became carried away with all this,
and though all appropriations bills originate
in the House of Representatives, he was re-
peatedly able to add enough to a bill to start
another dam or to finish one he had begun
the year before.

The President sent word to Senator
McKellar to come down to the White House
for a conference. There he explained the need
for the U.S. to start an endeavor to split the
atom. He could not send a request to Con-
gress for fear the enemy would somehow ob-
tain information and start research of their
own. Roosevelt felt that as Chairman of the
Senate Appropriations Committee McKellar
might quietly obtain funds for such a pur-
pose. After some discussion he asked Senator
McKellar his opinion of the proposal. The
Senator thoughtfully inquired into the pro-
posed location of this work. The President
replied ‘‘any damn place you want it’’. Sen-
ator McKellar called the Committee to-
gether to explain the need for war money
without letting information leak out to warn
our enemy, and they went along. That was
the start of Oak Ridge, Tennessee.

When General Hap Arnold flew back to the
United States from the war zone in Europe,
he reported to President Truman that the
war was about to end in our favor, but he felt
we would lose the next one. He calmed the
President down by explaining that we had
captured some of the enemy territory and
found that they were experimenting with
wind tunnels. The President called Senator
McKellar to the White House for a discussion
of the Arnold report and said he would like
funds to start testing with wind tunnel fa-
cilities of our own. The President advised
him about the funds necessary for such a
test, and asked McKellar his opinion of the
idea and the possibility of obtaining funds
for this purpose. McKellar thought for a mo-
ment and asked the President where he
would build such a facility. The reply . . .
‘‘any damn place you want it’’. Again
McKellar called his committee together and
advised them of the need to do some testing
and about how much money would be needed.
They agreed and passed a bill authorizing
and appropriating funds for this purpose.
That, of course, was the start of the Arnold
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